Turtle Camp Information




   
Turtle Camp is located near Thomson, IL, which is across the Mississippi River from Clinton, IA.  The protected area is called the Thomson Causeway Recreational Area.  It is managed by the Army Corps of Engineers.  

Thomson: (http://www.thomsonil.com/index.html)
Stores: There are three gas stations in Thomson that sell a limited amount of food and other items.  Turtle Campers also go to Walmart, which is in Clinton, approximately once a week.

Library: The public library in Thomson has internet access.  Turtle Campers use the library and internet approximately two times a week, but this is not guaranteed.  

Laundry mat: There is a small laundry mat that can be used when needed.

Food: Bear’s, a local burger joint, sells everything from delicious shakes to chicken sandwiches to potato wedges.  Turtle Campers make frequent stops at Bear’s.

Churches: There are four local churches available for worship—Argo Fay Methodist (9:00am), York Baptist (9:00am), York Community (10:30am), and United Methodist (10:30am). 

Thomson Causeway:
Accommodations: Turtle Campers sleep in tents on a campsite. 

Food: Turtle Camp has two refrigerators and one freezer.  The majority of the food is made by Turtle Campers.  Breakfast usually consists of cereal.  Lunch is often sandwiches, fruit, and snacks.  Supper varies greatly, as individual campers rotate the duties of making it.  However, Turtle Campers try to respect the eating needs of everyone.  Snacks such as granola bars are available all day.  We buy groceries approximately once a week in Clinton.

Bathrooms and Showers: There are three modern bathroom facilities.  There are also several showers available.  The nearest bathrooms to the field site and the campsite are pit toilets, but the modern facilities are within walking distance.

Power: There is limited power at Turtle Camp.  It is, however, sufficient to plug cell phones in for a limited amount of time.

Phones:  There is one pay phone located at Turtle Camp.  Reception with cell phones varies from location on the island and the service provider.  Do not plan on always having reception.

Weather: The weather at Turtle Camp varies greatly.  Please be prepared for rain, heat, humidity, and severe weather.  The Army Corps will alert us if we need to seek shelter, but that is rare.
