So what is research?
· Research is a gathering and reporting of data in a reliable manner that benefits the scientific community.
The Scientific Method:

This method should be used on each and every research project to ensure that the work being done is as objective as possible.
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1. Gather information

a. Read papers, discuss with colleagues, ask mentors

b. Make personal observations
2. Form a hypothesis

a. Based on the knowledge that you receive from your gathering of information, form an idea of what you think will happen.
3. Test your hypothesis

a. You use methods that have been used in similar situations (or you develop your own based on your gathered information)

b. Take accurate, detailed notes

i. You never know when a seemingly insignificant event may alter your results!
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4. Analyze your data

a. Using computer programs, advice from others, and common sense, make connections between factors and your results

5. Re-test your results

a. Perform the experiment again to ensure that you get the same results

6. Report your work

a. [image: image3.wmf]In science and in life, the best way to get information out is by effectively communicating it.  In science, journal articles, meetings, posters, and collaboration are all used.  Remember that your data means nothing if no one knows about them! 
